[The primordial follicle: outline of a portrait].
Ovarian primordial follicles present original features of quiescence and long survival. Follicular growth is triggered by withdrawal of inhibitory mechanisms maintaining the quiescence and supported by a finely tuned molecular dialogue between the oocyte and its surrounding granulosa cells. The reserve of primordial follicles is oversized and functionally heterogeneous. Different spatiotemporal components can account for this heterogeneity.